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whereof every one of them became in a short time much greater
than they had been for worldly maintenance; the fervent devo-

repine not thereat: that which hath gone, by means secret and indirect, through corrupt
compositions or compacts, we cannot help : what the haidncts of wen's hearts doth make
them loth to have exacted, though being due by law, even thereof the want we do also

bear.-----All that we have to sustain our miserable life with is but a remnant of GOD'S

own treasure; so far alieady diminished and dipt, that if there were any sense of common
humanity left in this hard-heai ted w orld, the impoverished estate of the clergy of GOD
would, at the length, even of very commiseration, be spared !" p. 389. " Surely?
wheresoever tins wicked intendi'jnent of overtlnowing cathedral churches, or of taking
away those livings, lands, and. possessions which Bishops hitheito ha\e enjoyed, shall once
prevail, the handmaids attending theieupon will be paganism and e&tteme barbarity [or
barbarism,""] p. 38J. Ajtjd he thus remaikably predicted the ensuing Grand Rebel-
lion *.

Si We have just cause exceedingly to fear,, that those miserable times of confusion are
drawing on, wherein * the people shall be oppressed one of another,' (Isa. iii. 5,) inas-
much as already, that which prepareth the way thereunto, is come to pass: * Children
presume against the ancient, and the vile against the honourable,' (Isa. iii. 5.) Prelacy,
the temperature of excesses in all estates, the giew and sodei of the public wealthy
the ligament which tieth and connectcth the limbs of this body politic together, hath
Instead of deserved honour, all extiemity of disgrace: the foolish e\eiy where plead,
that unto the wise in heart they owe neither sen ice, subjection, nor honour,39 p. 373.

Bishop Jewel died A.D. 1571, and Hooker A.D. 1000.

3. The chief &tay and support of the tottering Church at that time, under GOD, was
Whitgift, Archbishop of Canterbury; who devoutly consecrated both Jiis whole life to
GOD, and his painful labours to the good of the Churchy in the language of Cambden, He
was iu great favour with Queen Elizabeth, and induced her to put a stop to the breach
that had been already made in the lands and immunities of the Church, and to main-
tain, with more cai*e than she had done before, its remaining rights. Her prime favou-
rite, the earl of Leicester, having abused his power, as one of the trustees of an act
designed for the better preservation of Church lands, by pi eventing their alienation, the
Archbishop withstood him openly to his face, before the Queen; and they both quitted
the room, not friends in appearance. But Whitglft made a sudden and seasonable
return to her Majesty, whom he found alone, and addressed her with great humility
and reverence indeed, but with the spint and frankness of an Apostle, in the following
terms.

lt I beseech your Majesty to hear me with patience, and to believe that yours and the
Churches safety are dearer to me than my life, but my consc'ence dearer than both ; and
therefore, give me leave to do my duty, and tell you, that princes are deputed nursing
fathers of the Church, and owe it a protection: and therefore, GOD forbid, that you
should be so much as passive in her ruins, when you may prevent it; or that I should
behold It, without horror and detestation; or should forbear to tell your Majesty of the
sin and danger, And though you and myself are bora in an age of frailties, when the
pi imiiive piety and care of the Church lands and immunities are much decayed, yet, Ma-

* How highly Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity was admired by Charles I. appears from

his advice to his children, a few days before he suffered, to lead it diligently, even next
to THE BIBLE, as an excellent means to settle them in the truth of religion, and in the
peace of the Church,